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Inside the ’Wire…
The doctorate is out
Don Prues, a visiting professor in the Xavier English Department, leads a discussion. 
What’s the deal with 
“Star Wars kid?”
Megan Jacobs writes about the man, the myth and 
the legend on page 2
Out of the 38 English 
Composition courses be-
ing offered at Xavier over 
the 2007-08 academic year, 
not one is being taught by a 
“principal faculty” member.
Principal faculty, accord-
ing to Dr. Allison Russell, 
chair of the English Depart-
ment, includes those profes-
sors who are tenure-track 
and tenured professors (who 
have Ph.D.s and are active in 
their fields of scholarship).
“In 1975, tenured and 
tenure-track faculty togeth-
er constituted 57 percent of 
faculty nationwide. By 2005, 
the latest year for which 
figures are available, that 
combined group had been 
whittled down to merely 32 
percent. Contingent faculty 
had meanwhile grown from 
43 percent to 68 percent of 
the professoriate,” stated 
Cary Nelson, President of 
the American Association of 
University Professors.
The increase of contin-
gent, or non-tenure track 
instructors (which includes 
both adjunct instructors and 
visiting professors), teach-
ing lower-level courses 
represents a universal trend 
in academia. According to 
Russell, this is “mostly due 
to budget issues but also due 
to scheduling needs.”
 “The reason that you 
don’t see more tenured or 
tenure-track faculty teach-
ing English 101 is mostly 
due to our need to use their 
areas of expertise in courses 
for the major/minor and for 
our graduate program, as 
well for courses in the core. 
But we simply don’t have 
enough principal faculty, as 
they are called, to cover all 
of the English courses of-
fered,” said Russell.
“When I was chair 25 to 
30 years ago, there was less 
emphasis on publication and 
[principal] faculty taught 
four, not three courses a se-
mester. All of us in English 
taught at least one freshmen 
writing course. We cannot 
go back to that era since we 
have now a much more pro-
fessionally active faculty,” 
said Dr. Ernest Fontana, an 
English professor at Xavier, 
who served as the chair of 
the English department from 
1975-1984.
While it may seem that 
the drop in the amount of 
principal faculty teaching 
freshmen courses would 
lead to a decline in the qual-
ity of education, Fontana 
thinks Xavier is better off 
than many schools.
“Many of our adjuncts 
are excellent teachers and 
are often more seasoned 
than the graduate students 
who teach lower-level intro-
ductory courses at large state 
universities,” said Fontana.
Don Prues, a visiting 
professor in the English de-
partment, thinks that being a 
contingent faculty member 
actually helps improve the 
quality of education his stu-
dents receive.
“Every semester [visiting 
professors] have to teach 
four courses, and sometimes 
that means teaching up to 
120 students a semester. 
Grading all those quizzes, 
exams and papers is quite 
time consuming. If I were 
asked to spearhead a search 
committee for a new posi-
tion or something [a princi-
pal faculty duty], I definitely 
would have to cut back on 
the time I put into my cours-
es,” said Prues.
Part of the need for a 
large amount of contingent 
faculty arises from the un-
balanced scheduling of Eng-
lish 101 courses.
“The English department 
has to offer about 30 sec-
tions of English 101 each 
fall as that core curriculum 
course is a pre-requisite for 
most of the other English 
courses. But in the spring 
semester, we need to offer 
only a third as many sec-
tions of English 101. The 
disparity in the number of 
sections that we need to of-
fer of certain courses in fall 
and spring creates the need 
for non-permanent faculty 
who can help us with course 
coverage as needed,” said 
Russell.
But what happens when 
spring semester rolls around 
and there a fewer classes to 
teach?
Prues, a popular profes-
sor at Xavier, lost his full-
PAtriCk StEvEnSon
Editor-in-Chief
See FACULTY, page 2
Cost under 
meal plan
Cost if purchased 
individually Difference
Carte Blanche (every meal) $2,025 $2,302 -$277
14 meals/week (7 dinner and 7 lunch) $1,890 $1,877 $13
120 meals/semester (all dinner) $1,875 $1,112 $763
10 meals/week (7 dinner, 3 lunch) $1,875 $1,509 $366
45 meals (all dinner) $695 $592 $103
Value menu?
Xavier delegates, who 
attended the First Lay Con-
ference on Jewish-Christian 
Relations in Rome, are try-
ing to strengthen relation-
ships and dialogue between 
Jews and Christians on 
Xavier’s campus and in the 
Cincinnati community. 
President Fr. Michael 
Graham, Director for Hillel 
at Xavier Rabbi 
Abie Ingber, Dr. 
Arthur Shriberg, 
Director of the 
B r u e g g e m e n 
Center for Dia-
logue Dr. James 





Loban were the 
Xavier repre-
sentatives. 
X a v i e r 
groups, including Student 
Government Association, 
International Student Soci-
ety and the Peace and Jus-
tice Programs, are trying to 
increase inter-faith relations 
on campus. They are trying 
to establish an on-campus 
place of worship for Muslim 
students during Ramadan. 
Meyer said that this trip 
gave her a perspective on 
the importance of these 
programs. Before Rome, “I 
can’t say that I fully under-
stood the strong significance 
of these efforts; I thought 
that they were just two small 
pieces to a big puzzle of cel-
ebrating all walks of life,” 
said Meyer. 
“While they certainly do 
fit that mold, I have realized 
by coming to better under-
stand the historical context 
of inter-religious dialogue 
that such efforts are truly 
large strides.” 
Graham said that Xavier 
is currently discussing de-
veloping a partnership with 
Hebrew Union College (a 
rabbinate) to create a Jewish 
Studies program at Xavier.  
Furthermore, Graham 
said that Xavier, through the 
Brueggeman Center, will 
sponsor speakers and con-
versations to continue the 
inter-faith dialogue. 
Dr. Shriberg said that 
although historically the 
relationship between Jews 
and Christians is not good, 
Xavier “is committed to in-
terfaith dialogue.” 
Shriberg did not mention 
any specific ways Xavier 
would continue to increase 
dialogue, but he emphasized 
the international significance 
of the conference and the 
experience that 
the delegates 






ference was a 
time to realize 
relationships 
between differ-
ent faiths grow 
through dia-
logues focusing 
on the future. 
“I think that new programs 
have to be focused on learn-
ing and practicing the art of 
dialogue,” said Loban. 
Meyer was chosen to go 
after talking to Ingber about 
a shuttle to transport Jewish 
students to synagogues on 
religious holidays. 
They shared stories, and 
Ingber asked her to accom-
pany them to Rome. 
Funds for Meyer’s and 
Loban’s trip came out of Fr. 
Graham’s office, although 
the exact cost of the excur-




nEwSwirE Photo By JEFF MCMurrAy
Contingent faculty members dominate 
Xavier’s English Department
the Xavier vatican contingent in rome. 
Conference in the Vatican highlights 
need for interfaith awareness at Xavier
Inside:
The Newswire examines 




“Our food plans are 
designed to be all-in-
clusive within contain-
ing a cost. We have 
to consider our over-
head.”
—Tom Barlow
Director of Auxiliary 
Services
“”
“There are expenses 
that are a part of being 
a residential college 
that are funded by 
housing and dining 
service charges.”
—Dan Yaeger
General Manager of 
Dining Services
“”
“Students are paying 
for the convenience of 
the food service facil-





Why is paying for a meal plan more expensive than buying meals with X Cash?
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Join Gentleman Organized 
for Achievement and Leadership 
at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 
8 in the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs.  Mr. Anthony Hudson, 
an executive at Fifth Third 
Bank, will talk about how to ef-
fectively manage money, career 
development and success after 
graduation.  Email Aaron Marble 
at marblea@xavier.edu for more 
information. 
Business Survivor 
Twenty teams of two un-
dergraduate students each can 
compete in a one hour survival 
of the fittest business competi-
tion 4-5:30 p.m. on Nov. 15 at 
the XMBA room in Hailstones 
Hall.  Contact Laura Randall at 
x3564 for more information. 
Since Tanabe Shigeki, stu-
dent senator, resigned, there is 
an opening for a new student 
senator.  Both undergraduate 
and graduate students can ap-
ply.  Pick up an application and 
sign up for an interview in the 
Student Government Office in 
Gallagher 210.  Applications 
include a petition with 100 stu-
dent signatures and sitting in on 
a Senate meeting.  Applications 
are due by 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
16.  Email Senate Coordinator 
Jennifer Downing at down-
ingjm@xavier.edu or call x3995 
Miss Dorothy
Instead of using a light saber, ben Klapper practices an attack using foil 





FR E E SP R I N G BR E A K
MO D E L SE A R C H CA L E N D A R*
*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.
photo Courtesy of   megaN JaCobs
Dorothy Humdy, known as 
“Miss Dorothy,” died Thursday, 
Nov. 1 at the age of 66. Miss 
Dorothy retired in September 
after working at Xavier for 47 
years, most recently at Toni’s 
Little Italy. 
Visitation will be from 2 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 
7 with the funeral service at 3 
p.m. at Walker Funeral Home, 
Mt. Healthy, Ohio.
Interment will be at Beech 
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
He is famous for the ever-present 
light saber clipped to his jeans and 
the free hugs that he gives out to 
anyone who needs one. But what is 
his story? Ben Klapper, a freshman 
history major, is probably one of 
the most yet least known people on 
campus, thus making him one of the 
most interesting. 
“His light saber is how I met Ben 
Klapper,” says friend Jenn Bailey 
“I went up to him and asked him 
what color his light saber was and he 
said ‘blue’ and I said ‘thanks’.” 
To his friends, Ben, usually 
called “Klapper” or “Bruce,” as a 
reference to Monty Python’s Flying 
Circus, seems pretty normal, next to 
his unusual ability to recite almost 
anything about history or any sci-
ence fiction movie ever made. What 
about the light saber, though? 
“Klapper’s light saber is a part 
of who he is,” says another friend, 
Sammy Pettinichi. “It’s like some-
one’s glasses; it isn’t really noticed 
unless it isn’t there, or attention is 
brought to it.” 
Klapper carries the weapon be-
cause he is a Jedi, and, yes, he knows 
Star Wars is just a movie. However, 
another weapon he carries, the foil 
for fencing, is for another reason. 
“The six fingered man killed my 
father and I have to hunt him down,” 
Klapper said.
Besides his weapons, Klapper is 
famous for the hugs he gives out, 
and he is willing to give them out 
anytime and anywhere for someone 
who needs one. 
“His hugs are really good. He 
always says he is a werebear*,” 
Elizabeth Schweitzer says. 
Not only does he give them to 
his friends, he gives them to anyone 
who happens to want one, whether 
he knows them or not.
 “I [give hugs] because I can and 
because I want to. I do it because no 
one is stopping me and I’m incred-
ibly impulsive,” Klapper says.
“Klapper is a cool guy, and in-
teresting to talk to. I’ve never met 
anyone with such Prussian pride,” 
Pettinichi said. 
His interest in Prussia is so great, 
in fact, that when he went to the Ohio 
Renaissance Festival and found a 
Prussian flag, his friends noticed 
that he was unusually happy for the 
next few days.
Another interesting hobby that 
makes Klapper popular among his 
friends is drawing comics. While 
they usually only tell things that 
happen in Klapper’s everyday life 
and while the main characters are all 
stick people, the commentary on the-
ses comics can make anyone laugh. 
There is even a group on Facebook 
called “Just Another Day…” where 
he has 156 of his comics up for 
people to read.
“They are random incidents in 
life that I thought were funny so 
I decided to record them,” says 
Klapper.
Not only is Klapper funny but he 
is also caring despite what his dark 
exterior and destructive weapon 
might imply. 
 “He escorts my friends and me 
back to the dorms to protect us from 
all the drunks on the weekends with 
his light saber,” said Gallagher.
“I want to make sure that ev-
eryone gets back safely,” Klapper 
says.
Klapper’s uniqueness is a source 
of pride for him and his friends. The 
fact that he refuses to live up to the 
social norms of today seems to have 
gained him more admirers. 
“Ben Klapper is my hero; he’s a 
nerd and is in no way ashamed of 
it,” Brendan Polak said. 
Had Klapper not been able to 
sneak his light saber to college this 
year, he may not have been the same 
person. There would have been no 
Jedi costume for Halloween this year 
and there would be no need for him 
to join the fencing club, where he 
spends time with his friends. 
megaN JaCobs 
Staff Writer
Xavier Jedi fights ‘Dark Side’ with hugs  
- C O R R E C T I O N -
In the Oct. 24 issue of the Newswire, an article entitled “SAC to 
reform event planning” misquoted a statement by Ben Hewett. The 
quote, which provided an innaccurate portrayal of SAC’s future 
plans to work with an established concert promoter to plan a concert 
at Xavier, should have read: “The system for securing artists that is 
currently in place is not conducive to providing “big-name” concerts 
for the students, a goal of the Special Events Committee, SAC and 
SGA as a whole for the past three years, and we are trying to find a 
new system which will accomplish that goal.  This may or may not 
involve working with an established concert promoter rather than a 
middle agent as in years past.”
(continued from page 1)
the budgetary and scheduling 
concerns.
“That was a big financial blow 
to me, but I understand why that 
had to happen. My performance as 
an instructor had nothing to with it; 
economics did,” said Prues.
Russell agreed that this is a prob-
lem. “We sometimes have nothing 
to offer some excellent part-time 
staff in the spring semester. The 
department has recently discussed 
this problem; we’re trying to figure 
out how we can avoid letting go of 
some great part-time faculty each 
spring, Russell
“Also, various Department 
Chairs are currently discussing the 
need for the university to improve 
adjunct pay—important if we want 
to retain good faculty in those posi-
tions,” said Russell.
Janice Walker, Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, did not 
reply to a phone message inquiring 
about the feasibility of improving 
adjunct pay.
While this is obviously a com-
plex issue, there appears to be ways 
to improve the condition of contin-
gent faculty.
“I’m hoping the university will 
finally settle on granting visiting 
profs what’s termed ‘permanent 
instructorships.’ As I understand 
this concept, we visiting professors 
who do well will become permanent 
employees, and we’ll be evalu-
ated regularly, but there won’t be 
that looming anxiety of “Will I be 
teaching full-time next year?” We 
will not, of course, be tenured, and 
the pay will be lower than tenured 
professors, but that’s OK with me,” 
said Prues.
Prues is concerned that some 
part-time instructors may be spread 
too thin to provide students the at-
tention they deserve.
“A potential problem that may 
occur with some adjuncts teaching 
at other non-private universities with 
lower admission standards —they 
may get so used to seeing bad or me-
diocre prose that they unconsciously 
lower their standards and accept 
mediocrity as above average. I say 
this because I know I’m at times 
stunned at how poorly some students 
in my post-comp courses write, and 
when they get a paper back from 
me they’re shocked and invariably 
tell me, ‘I’ve never received such a 
low grade on a paper. I even got an 
A in comp.’”
She continued, “That worries 
me, because some of these students 
should not have passed comp, as 
they lack fundamental writing 
skills. 
Despite the potential pitfalls of 
employing part-timers, Prues thinks 
that most part-time instructors at 
Xavier are doing an excellent job. 
“Most adjuncts teach for the love 
of teaching and not for the pay: the 
income is meager.” 
“They teach because they want 
to, not because they have to,” said 
Prues.
Russell agrees that contingent 
faculty positions “allow us to hire 
excellent teachers who won’t be 
burdened with other responsibili-
ties. Similarly, some of our adjuncts 
find that a part-time schedule works 
well with their other commitments 
such as raising a family or working 
other jobs.”
 
Klapper is living proof that the 
social norms do not need to be 
adhered to. In Klapper’s case, he 
is probably the opposite of a social 
norm and that works for him.
*werewolf-like bear 
Courtesy of   beN  Klapper
ben Klapper creates his own comics of everyday occurrences in his life. 
 Movie viewing
SGA and Hillel are sponsor-
ing a viewing of Hanuszkah 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 
8 in Kelley. Hanuszkah is a 
documentary about a Jewish 
girl who was saved from the 
Holocaust by the man who 
would become Pope John Paul 
II. Food and a discussion will 
follow. Tickets are free for 
students and general admission 
costs $8.
 Voices for Change
Interested in writing or act-
ing in a show about social 
justice issues? Come to the 
Voices for Change Meeting 
at  7 p.m. November 7 in the 
Green Room. 
-  C a mp u s  C h a r a c t e r s  -
-paid advertisement-




Enjoy jumping in leaf piles 
like a little kid?  Then help 
XU’s Habitat for Humanity rake 
leaves Saturday, Nov. 10, 17 or 
Dec. 1.  You do not have to be a 
part of Habitat for Humanity to 
participate.  Anyone interested 
in being outside, raking leaves 
and, most importantly, support-
ing a great cause is welcome. 
Email Jenna at habitat4hu-
manity@xavier.edu for more 
information.
Oct. 29, 10:16 p.m.- A non-student 
selling perfume on the residential 
mall was cited and sent off 
campus. 
Oct. 31,  2:10 a.m. - A student reported 
receiving harassing phone calls. An 
investigation is pending. 
Oct. 31, 9:59 a.m.- An employee 
reported the theft of a wallet from 
an office in Kuhlman Hall. 
Oct. 31, 7:02 p.m.– Campus Police 
discovered a car covered with 
obscene post-it notes in the C-1 
lot. 
Nov. 1, 1:19 a.m.– Campus Police 
cited three students carrying alcohol 
along the academic mall with 
possession of an open container. 
Nov. 1, 3:43 a.m.– A student lying 
on the steps outside the Fieldhouse 
was cited for underage consumption 
and failure to cooperate. 
Campus Ministry awards the 
Loyola Medal annually to a se-
nior who best exhibits the Jesuit 
ideal of commitment to ministry. 
Seniors may be nominated by 
faculty, staff or undergraduate 
students. Nomination forms 
may be picked up at the Campus 
Ministry Loyola House.  Nomi-
nations are open until Friday, 
Nov. 16.  Contact Joe Shadle, 




Assistant Campus News 
XU’s Dance Marathon, a 
fundraiser for Children’s Hos-
pital, is Nov. 30-Dec. 1.  If 
you haven’t registered yet, you 
have until Nov. 16, the extended 
deadline.  You can pick up a reg-
istration form in the SGA office 
and return it there once it’s been 
filled out.  Email xudm@xavier.





Nov. 3,  2:44 a.m.– Two 
students attempting to remove 
a “No Parking” sign from 
Ledgewood Avenue were cited 




Dr. Jeffrey Cooley is probably 
the only professor who is knowl-
edgeable about the Ancient Near 
East, Hebrew and the Bible and also 
supports slip n’ slides as modes of 
transportation. 
Q: What degrees do you 
have?
A: I have an Masters in Philoso-
phy in Hebraic and Cognate Studies 
and a Ph.D. in Biblical and Ancient 
Near Eastern Studies, both from the 
Hebrew Union College.
Q: What is your favorite 
thing about Xavier?
A: I like most of the students.
Q: What is 
your least fa-
vorite  thing 
about Xavier?
A: It is about 
1 0 0 0  m i l e s 
away from New 
Hampshire.
Q: What classes do you 
teach?
A:  Ancient Egypt and Nubia, 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Greek Archaeol-
ogy and Classical Myth: Art.
Q: What is the biggest pet 
peeve when it comes to your 
students?
A: When they don’t do the 
reading.
Q: What did you want to 
be when 
you  were 
little?
A :  A 
pa leon-
tologist. 
Q: If you could change your 
profession now, what would 
you choose to be?
A: A  paleontologist.
Q: What is the coolest job 
you can get with a degree from 
the classics department?
A: Anything from law degrees 
to M.D.s. You can do an awful lot 
with it. 
Q: If you were a contestant 
on “Survivor” what is the one 
thing you would bring that 
you can’t live without?
A: A motorboat to get off the 
island.
Q: What is on your iPod or 
playlist right now?
A :  I 
don’t have 
an iPod and 
I don’t have 
any music 
files on my 
computer, 
but  I  did 
just buy two 
LDs, those 
things you 
put on a re-
cord player. One was The Oscar 
Peterson Trio, which is jazz, and 
a Dave Brubeck Quartet.
Q: What is one country that 
you would want to visit?
A: Iraq, because my degree is 
in the Ancient Near East, that is 
Ancient Assyria and Babylon. It 
would be heartbreaking to see it 
now, though, I’m sure.
Michael Eric Dyson, professor 
and The New York Times best-
selling author will be speaking 
about “If Not Us, Who? If Not 
Now, When?: The State of Our 
Generation” at 7 p.m. on Nov. 
14 at  Cintas Center.  Following 
the discussion Dyson will answer 
questions and sign his books. 
Dyson is a professor at George-
town University, has authored 14 
books and was named one of the 
hundred most influential black 
Americans by Ebony magazine. 
For more information contact the 




Max & Erma’s 
On Wednesday, Nov. 7 you 
can support the Xavier Club 
Fencing Team by eating at Max 
& Erma’s in Rookwood.  Twenty 
percent of each order goes to 
the club.  Email Susan Liauba 
at liaubas@xavier.edu for more 
information.  Xavier University’s new emer-
gency alert system will become 
available to students, faculty and 
staff who wish to receive emergency 
alerts effective Thursday, Nov. 8.  
Due to last spring’s tragic events 
at Virginia Tech, Xavier has inves-
tigated ways to alert students of 
emergency situations on campus.  
Xavier has created the new XU 
ALERT ME System in conjunc-
tion with Community Safe, a local 
notification system company, and 
Cincinnati Bell. 
“Providing a safe and secure en-
vironment for our students, faculty 
and staff is a top priority at Xavier,” 
said Sylvia Bessegato, the Associ-
ate Vice President for Emergency 
Management and Business Conti-
nuity and chair of the Emergency 
Response Team.  
In order to receive alerts under 
the new system students must reg-
ister by providing a landline or cell 
phone number on the portal.  
The system can contact students 
by calling their phones to leave a 
voicemail or sending a text mes-
sage.  XU ALERT ME will make 
three attempts to call each registered 
student.  
The first call will be made within 
a half hour of an emergency situa-
tion.  If the phone is answered or has 
a voicemail, the student will not be 
contacted again.  If the phone is not 
answered or has a busy signal the 
service will try to call that student 
two more times.  
Text messages will only be 
sent once.  The incoming call will 
New alert 
system in place   
Nov. 1, 7:05 p.m.– Campus Police 
and Physical Plant assisted 10 
students stuck in the small elevator 
in Schott Hall. 
Nov. 2, 9:45 p.m.– An RA reported 
that someone had written obscene 
images and words with a marker 
in one of the Kuhlman Hall 
elevators. 
Nov. 2, 10:45 p.m.– A student 
whose vehicle was booted on the 
residential mall was cited for 
attempting to tamper with the car. 
be labeled as XU ALERT ME on 
caller ID.  
Although this service is free to 
students they are responsible for 
minutes used up on their phone or 
charges incurred for receiving text 
messages.  
In addition to alerting students 
to emergency situations the system 
will also alert students to unplanned 
university closings due to weather 
emergencies.  
Xavier will continue to alert stu-
dents to emergencies and closings 
via former communication methods 
such as the portal, security alert 
bulletins, campus and local media 
broadcasts as well as the university’s 
weather closings hotline, (513) 
395-8822. 
The Emergency Response Team 
considered multiple notification 
systems over the past months, but 
ultimately chose Community Safe. 
They believe this company will 
provide the necessary services, 
and is an affordable local company 
which received positive reviews 
from other schools and businesses in 
the area who utilize their services.  
The new XU ALERT ME system 
will provide the university with 
another way to communicate vital 
information to students efficiently 
on an individual basis.  
The system will be tested once a 
semester with the first test most like-
ly occurring before Christmas.  The 
university will make all attempts to 
alert the Xavier community before 
testing the system.  
Information provided for the 
XU ALERT ME system will not be 
shared with any organization outside 
of the system. 
. 
Dance marathon
Q: What is your favorite 
thing to teach?
A: Biblical Hebrew.
Q: If you could hang out 
with a famous person for a 
day, who would you choose to 
hang out with?
A: Can they be dead? Theodore 
Roosevelt.
Q: What is a club you would 
join at Xavier?                                  
A: The Society 
of Xavier Gentle-
men or the Gen-
tlemen Society of 
Xavier or some-
thing like that. 
Not the Gentle-
men’s Club, they 
are trying to avoid that. I heard 
they play old-time baseball with 
1872 rules. 
Q: What is your favorite 
thing about the classics de-
partment?
A: My colleagues and students. 
I like most of them. And I share an 
office with Fr. Fred Benda, he has 
magical Jesuit powers.
Q: What do you do out-
side of class time and office 
hours?
A: Play with my son and spend a 
lot of time on Ebay.
Q: What got you interested 
in what you teach?
A: I like languages. I like my 
languages icy, cold and dead. If they 
haven’t been spoken for more than 
3,000 years, it makes me happy. 
Q: What is one other sub-
ject that you would want to 
teach?
A: I would love to teach Ak-
kadian, it is an ancient language 
from now Iraq that is written in 
Cuneiform. 
Q: What is a restaurant or 
activity that you think Xavier 
should have on campus after it 
is expanded?  
A: There are a lot fewer Slip ‘n 
Slides than I had hoped. I think 
the campus should just be at vari-
ous angles so the students can slip 
n’ slide to 
class.  It 
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XU ALERT ME is activated only when the University 
determines a serious threat exists and the campus 
community must take immediate action to remain safe 
and secure. This includes the closing of the University 
due to severe weather.
To learn more about XU ALERT ME and how to 





environment for students 
is a priority at 
Xavier University.
In light of the tragedies 
at Virginia Tech and other 
colleges, the University 
created XU ALERT ME,
an electronic emergency 
notification system that 
sends out text and voice 
messages.
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tion and final exams, by the students of Xavier 
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 
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The staff editorial is written by a different staff 
member each week and does not necessarily reflect 
the sentiments of the entire staff. It is also not the 
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials 
editor to write it.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier 
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student 
body, faculty or administration of Xavier.  The 
On the Web: http://www.xavier.edu/newswire
statements and opinions of a columnist do not nec-
essarily reflect those of editors or general staff.  
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Subscription inquiries should be directed to 
Patrick Stevenson, 513-745-3607.  
Advertising inquiries should be directed to Ellie 
Jaqueth, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.  
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed 
on campus, is free per person per week.  Additional 
copies are 25 cents.  
Xavier University is an academic community 
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
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Limited Outlook
We’ve got to admit that we’re rather stumped by the issue of the ever 
increasing contingent faculty presence at Xavier.
We’ve dealt with a lot of issues this year that have reasonably simple 
answers (i.e. school officials shouldn’t censor the student newspaper), but 
this is not a simple issue at all.
We asked a few people for their opinion 
on the matter, some people gave boring an-
swers, some people dodged the question and 
some didn’t return our phone messages.
However, Dr. Ernest Fontana had a very 
interesting opinion about the expansion of contingent faculty at Xavier. 
“It seems to me there has been a recent inflation in the number of ad-
ministrators at Xavier and a proliferation of positions that have little to do 
with the essential life of the university, that is teaching and scholarship. 
These are less public activities and often, consequently, less valued than 
the self-promoting business of certain administrative functionaries and 
their pet and often marginal projects,” said Fontana.
We tend to agree with this statement (it seems like there are more vice 
presidents, vice provosts and associate provosts at this university than 
there are students these days), but obviously, no one’s laying off any 
administrators anytime soon, and we don’t suggest that.
So how do you fix this problem? Is this even a problem? Quite frankly, 
we have no idea.
However, we do think that this issue should be given much more atten-
tion by upper-level academic officials. Every person we interviewed for 
this story was extremely aware of the ramifications of the current system 
of hiring part-time faculty and could discuss the issue at length.
We have to wonder whether Xavier’s upper-level academic officials 
possess the same understanding of this issue though. We have to think 
that if they did, the plight of contingent faculty would be more resolved 
than it currently is.
Perhaps these administrators who have inflated the staff ranks should 
take time to consider how to provide certain contingent faculty members 
with the job security they’ve earned.
One of this year’s new additions to Xavier University is the improved 
online portal, which we can all agree is a major improvement over that 
of previous years. It is certainly a lot easier on the eyes.
Among the changes made to the portal is a new email system from 
Microsoft that is substantially better than the old one, except in two very 
important aspects. First, students now have a much smaller storage limit 
in their mailbox, forcing them to delete messages more often, and in 
some cases, miss important emails because their mailbox has become 
full so fast.
Second, we are no longer able to forward our mail to another address 
or to our desktops, forcing us to go online and log into our account every 
time we want to check our email. Last year it was convenient to check 
our email with our personal Outlook (or Mail for Mac users). Now we 
no longer have that option.
Students are basically forced to use Xavier’s email system. Some 
professors and administrators send important communications to students 
exclusively through their portal email accounts, which is quite practical 
and reasonable. But this year it is less convenient for students to use their 
email system, and sometimes, like when our mailbox becomes full, it 
doesn’t work at all.
Though we aren’t necessarily Internet-savvy at the Newswire, we 
still suspect these problems are somewhat fixable. We encourage the 
administration to do whatever they can to return our email to the level of 
expediency where it once was.
The Newswire article referenc-
ing the Student Activities Council 
concert production process and 
evolution contained a number of 
inaccuracies as well as misleading 
statements that we feel need to be 
addressed.
The headline hints that despite 
SAC’s best efforts, we were unable 
to procure a fall concert for this 
semester. SAC was willing and able 
to provide a fall concert, but made 
the conscious decision not to do 
so, in exchange for the possibility 
of more popular acts in the future. 
This decision was made easier be-
cause of a campus-wide survey that 
SAC sent out to the entire student 
body over the summer, indicating 
an overwhelming desire by Xavier 
students to see SAC bring bigger 
names on campus.
The article also indicates that 
one of the reasons why SAC did not 
book a concert this fall was because 
of our use of a “booking agent” as 
opposed to an “established concert 
promoter.” The middle agency 
company that we have used over 
the last two years has been tremen-
dous and has helped SAC grow 
in regards to concert production. 
They are just as capable as any 
“established” promoter to book a 
concert. The use of a concert pro-
moter would potentially allow the 
student money in the committee’s 
budget to go farther in procuring a 
more popular artist.
Lastly, some quotes in the article 
were not accurate (Editor’s note: 
See Correction on p. 2).  As is 
often the case when the Newswire 
chooses to write about SAC, the 
reporter writing the story contacted 
members of the board only hours 
before the paper’s deadline. While 
no one was able to sit for an in-
terview, an email explaining what 
has transpired over the semester 
with Special Events was sent to 
Newswire staff.
As members of the Student Ac-
tivities Council, we would like the 
Xavier community to know that we 
are always open to feedback, both 
positive and negative.  Most impor-
tantly, we want Xavier students to 
know the truth about what’s going 
on with SAC.
—Ben Hewett  | 2008
    Chair
    Special Events Committee
—Alyssa Deutsche  | 2008
    Chair
    Student Activities Council
There is more to patriotism than 
waving a flag. And there is more 
to patriotism than getting upset at 
peace symbol in the star spangled 
banner. The rhetoric in the reader 
editorial “Disgracing the Flag” 
(Oct. 24) was nonsense. 
Our country has serious issues 
to deal with right now, and getting 
upset about a peace sign in a flag is 
a vast waste of time and resources. I 
would ask the writer why he is not 
upset and offended by VA hospital 
conditions or lack of veteran ben-
efits. That seems far more offensive 
and tangible than any symbol in 
the flag. 
Our soldiers fight for their com-
rades, their families, their loved 
ones and our nation. The flag is the 
symbol of our nation, and its image 
holds great symbolism for all of us. 
But let us honor their service by 
commending their deeds with our 
actions and charity. Not cosmetic 
anger over a symbol.
—Zak Woods  | 2008
I am doing everything in my 
power to not take science or math in 
college. I took a computer science 
class for my core math credit and I 
am avoiding chemistry and biology 
like the plague. I will admit that 
taking nine hours of science and six 
of math is perhaps more than some 
can handle and will force people 
without AP credit or dual credit 
from high school to take more 
classes than they may desire  in 
one semester. However, I do know 
that it is important for me to have 
an understanding of those things, 
even if they aren’t included in my 
majors, to be a complete person.
That is the Jesuit idea of a lib-
eral arts education. Jesuit education 
introduces students to the “good 
arts” such as philosophy, theology, 
science, mathematics, English and 
literature, history, social studies and 
fine arts, in order to educate “the 
whole person — mind, body and 
spirit.” A well rounded education 
is a good education.
I am not looking forward to 
taking the science classes (not just 
because the books cost an arm and 
a leg) and I don’t see the point of 
taking a class calling itself rhetoric, 
but I know that these classes will 
develop my whole personhood, 
eventually.
—Thaddeus Winker  | 2010
We, members of Xavier Univer-
sity’s Voices of Solidarity (VOS) 
organization, are writing in reaction 
to the immigrant raid at Koch Foods 
(Fairfield, Ohio), which occurred 
roughly two months ago.
On Aug. 28, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement raided the 
Koch Foods factory and arrested 
over 160 undocumented workers. 
Contrary to stereotypes, these 
workers were not all from Mexico, 
but were from the Dominican 
Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Hon-
duras, Lithuania, Peru and Senegal 
as well. Arrested workers had docu-
ments necessary for employment 
and paying taxes, though they were 
ineligible for benefits provided by 
tax money. They were cited for 
fraud, falsifying documents and 
identify theft, all illegal activities 
undertaken in attempts to comply 
with lawful hiring and taxation 
procedures.
People often believe that all il-
legal immigrants are from Mexico 
and that illegal immigrants do not 
pay taxes. These misconceptions di-
vert attention from ideas that should 
be central to the discussion, such as 
humanity and nationality. 
Fundamentally, humanity trumps 
nationality. Humanity is innate, 
whereas nationality comes from 
borders, which are man-made ideas. 
By focusing on borders instead of 
humanity, bystanders are able to 
dehumanize people and think of 
them as “others.”
Stripping immigrants of their 
humanity allows people to enforce 
man-made ideas without anxiety. 
VOS wishes to challenge others 
to change the discussion about im-
migration from a black and white, 
legal vs. illegal matter, to a gray 
area where humanity and national-
ity blend. To some, law should be 
followed simply because it is law. 
However, sometimes law demands 
that people ask, “Is this how the law 
should be?”
To challenge these ideas, come 
to VOS meetings (9 p.m. on Thurs-
days at the Dorothy Day House), 
contact the Coalition for Immigrant 
Rights and Dignity, write to local 
papers or Congress  or just talk 
about immigration with others. 
There is an immigration panel and 
discussion at 4 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
8 in the Gallagher Theater.
—Grace Wallace   | 2009
—Sammy Pettinichi  | 2011
Addressing the issue Flag fury
Core curiculum
Tearing down borders








Senior stresses and sorrows
Build me up, buttercup
Senior year is a challenge–any-
body that says otherwise is lying.
Even if you’re taking a 12 hour 
course load and spending every 
night at bars, you’re most likely 
still feeling the weight of your 
future bearing down on you. It is 
inescapable.
It wasn’t until this year that I 
realized just how frustrating 
planning life after college 
could be.
Like most other se-
niors, I get asked “What 
are you doing after grad-
uation?” at least once 
or twice a week. I just 
want to scream “I don’t 
know!” and run away 
and hide.
Real life is upon us 
and I don’t know how 
ready I am to accept it. I feel the 
need to grab underclassmen and 
quote Billy Madison: “Stay here. 
Stay here as long as you can.”
Once you have finally come to 
the conclusion that being a 10th 
year senior is not a real possibility, 
you must start looking for a job or 
applying to graduate school.
This is extremely stressful and 
requires immense patience that anx-
ious people such as myself might 
have a hard time mustering up.
I apply to jobs and I wait…and 
wait…and wait.
I consider myself lucky if some-
one takes interest enough to actu-
ally inform me that there are no job 
positions available. Usually I 
just get no response.
The most disheartening 
part about job searching 
is feeling that you have 
no real job experience.
I know when I look 
online at sites with job 
opportunities, they all 
want people who have 
been in the industry for 
at least two years.
Where are all the 
entry level jobs? Do they exist 
anymore? Can I even get a job with 
a B.A.in English that I will actually 
enjoy and doesn’t involve selling 
insurance? Maybe I’ll just write 
term papers for high school kids. 
Seniors, I know you understand 
where I am coming from on this. If 
you actually majored in something 
you can get a job in right after col-
lege, you still have to worry about 
where to start up and all the factors 
that go into that process; even you 
business majors are not immune to 
this worrisome time.
Underclassmen, see what you 
get to look forward to? 
Again, stay here as long as you 
can! 
Aside from my ramblings about 
how stressful senior year can be, it 
is also a great time.
I have a wonderful group of 
friends and I get to look forward to 
another fun basketball season.
Perhaps most importantly, I am 
finally able to participate in senior 
night at Dana’s.
College is an awesome time 
and to quote Billy again, “For the 
love of God, cherish it. You have 
to cherish it.”
Don’t worry seniors, we are all 
in the same boat.
Spend time looking for a job or 
filling out those pesky med school 
applications, but also take time to 
relax and have some fun.
We will be out in the real world 
soon enough.    
As many of you might know, 
I am highly involved with the 
awesome event known as Rock 
the Chapel, taking place at 9 p.m. 
on Thursday, Nov. 8 in Bellarm-
ine Chapel (and no, this is not a 
shameless plug...well OK, who am 
I kidding?).
Part of our advertising strategy 
was to make table-tents, those ob-
noxious pieces of propaganda that 
plague the pristine tables of the caf 
(drat, I ran out of p-words).
Ultimately, we did this so that 
people would have things to throw 
across the table, and so that in the 
morning at breakfast when you eat 
alone (as most people certainly do) 
you’d have something to 
read. Hearing about the 
event was only a perk.
On one of the three 
sides of these table-
tents, a terrible tragedy 
occurred: The name of 
one of our sponsoring 
groups, Students Com-
mitted to Christ, was mis-
spelled.  At least, I’m 
pretty sure there’s no 
group of students com-
mitted to an individual or organiza-
tion known as “Chrits.”
Anyway, first off I want to 
apologize to this group for the 
misrepresentation on one-third of 
each of the flyers which were so 
graciously donated by the Galla-
gher computer lab.
I would also like to thank the 
individual who brought this mistake 
to my attention...I think.
See, someone contacted me to 
inform me that the word was spelled 
wrong.  Though I could imagine a 
degree of mockery in their tone,  I 
decided to give them the benefit of 
the doubt and assumed they were 
being sincere.
And so, I tried calling this indi-
vidual to express my thanks.  Yet 
each time, they hung up on me and 
refused to say anything.
Thus, I concluded that the only 
reason they called me was to give 
me crap that I misspelled “Christ,” 
which happens to be the main focus 
of the event.
Why do people feel the need to 
bring down others when they stand 
for something good?
It turns out that this really isn’t a 
very good example, since I believe 
I’ve figured out who left me the 
message and I’m not very upset 
because I really should expect such 
antics from him. But I can think of 
plenty of other examples that more 
accurately depict the point I’m try-
ing to make.
Consider Dead Day last week, or 
any form of silent demonstration. 
Individuals make the commitment 
not to speak for a day in order to 
promote awareness about some 
awful abomination in our world, yet 
inevitably some pranksters try with 
all their might to get the individual 
to break their vow.
What makes people want to 
bring others down?
Would you walk in front of 
Ghandi during his hunger strike 
waving a plate of food? Would you 
stand in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
face, trying to get him to hit you?
A much less altruistic example 
can be seem in the realm of under-
age drinking.
Whenever kids de-
clare that they don’t 
drink, it suddenly be-
comes everyone else’s 
goal to get the non-
drinkers drunk.
Why can’t we just 
support people for mak-
ing that decision, rather 
than attempt to pull them 
into behaviors they’re 
making a point to 
avoid?
Why do we rip apart Shanty-
town when all they’re trying to do 
is support the homeless? (I’ll tell 
you: We’re not ripping them apart, 
we’re just saying how they could 
be better!)
Why do we “hate” the kid who 
sets the curve in the class?
Why is it that when people suc-
ceed, we try to bring them down?
I’ll tell you why: It’s because we 
don’t know how to build.
We can’t remember how to build 
ourselves and each other up, to offer 
support and encouragement.
Instead of boosting one another 
up to the same level, we try to level 
the playing field by destroying the 
good that others do or defaming the 
causes they stand for.
I’m not going to say that I’m 
perfect. I love making fun of kids 
almost as much as my former room-
mate does. But I think that it’s a 
fairly low blow to shred someone to 
bits because they’re trying to stand 
for something.
I’m not advocating for a cessa-
tion of all dialogue that isn’t “feel 
good.” Criticism, which abounds in 
the Newswire, isn’t innately bad, as 
long as it’s made with the ultimate 
aim of improvement.
So Xavier, why don’t we try and 
build each other up for a change? 
Criticism is one thing, but begging 
for failure is a whole different 
story.So It Goes by Matt Kroeger
— M A L L  T A L K —




































“No because the 

















































Mixed bag in exhibition win
The Xavier Men’s Soccer team 
came away with a scoreless draw 
in a match up with rival Dayton on 
Saturday.
Junior Goalie Adam Sokolowski 
came up with seven big saves to 
preserve the tie, including four in 
the overtime periods.
The shutout was the fourth of the 
season for Sokolowski.
The tie moves the Xavier Men 
to 6-10-1 on the year with a 2-4-1 
Atlantic 10 record.
Xavier will be back in action at 7 




Boston sports have had a long 
and storied history, yet there may 
never have been a better time to be 
a sports fan in the Hub than 2007.
For one of the most passion-
ate sports cities in the world, the 
sports discussion must begin with 
the “Local 9”, as the Saaauuux are 
affectionately known in Beantown, 
at Fenway Park.
The Red Sox are enjoying the 
most successful period in franchise 
history, or at least since Babe Ruth 
was known as George Herman.
They have now won two of the 
last four World Series and are on the 
verge of establishing themselves as 
a legitimate dynasty.
There are no signs of slowing 
down either, with young stars 
Jacoby Ellsbury, Dustin Pedroia 
and Jonathan Papelbon playing 
key roles in the championship run. 
With other stars in the minors to 
back them up, it appears that the 
Sox are ready to become regulars 
to ticker-tape parades.
In the immediate future the Red 
Sox look to be the favorites once 
more next year as the rival Yankees 
are riddled by departures, while 
Boston remains reasonably stable, 
even with Curt Schilling’s resigna-
tion last Tuesday.
Many have compared the bud-
ding Red Sox dynasty with the one 
that resides a short drive south in 
Foxboro with the New England 
Patriots.
The Pats appear poised to make 
a run at an undefeated season after 
they escaped RCA Dome in India-
napolis on Sunday with a 24-20 win 
over the Colts.
The win showed how great the 
Patriots can be as they exploded for 
14 points in the final eight minutes 
of the game.  
These Patriots are arguably the 
best in a growing line of legendary 
Patriots teams after the turn of the 
See BOSTON on page 9
Doug tiFFt
Associate Sports Editor
Unprecedented glory days in Beantown
The Xavier Women’s swim team 
earned a 147-147 tie with St. Louis 
on Saturday led by Freshman Keri 
Peglar who took the 200, 500 and 
1,000 meter freestyle events.
Peglar earned her second straight 
Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Week 
Award for her efforts.
The men’s team came up on the 
wrong side of a 160.5-130.5 deci-
sion against the Bilikins.
Senior Matt Krouse, junior Matt 
Marcus and the freshman duo of 
John Roof and John Buckley all 
turned in strong performances for 
the men’s side. 
Both Xavier teams were penal-
ized 29 points as a result of the 
Musketeers not completing in the 
diving events, so the teams were at 
a disadvantage to begin with.
Swimmers fall short 
against SLU
O n  N e w s s t a n d s  N o v e m b e r  1 4 . . .
Ahead of the men’s basketball 
team’s first competition of the sea-
son, senior forward Josh Duncan 
said that he and fellow seniors 
Stanley Burrell and Drew Lavender 
were the leaders of the team.  
In the Musketeers’ 74-51 win 
over the Georgetown (Ky.) Tigers 
last Tuesday night at Cintas Center, 
Duncan appeared to be right.  He 
led the team with 18 points in just 
23 minutes off 5-of-7 shooting from 
field, exhibiting a style of play that 
was, at once, an improvement on 
his performance last season and 
an indication of better things to 
come.  
“A year ago, it was very unfair 
to judge him because he was not 
healthy from start to finish; he 
missed the first 27 practices of 
the year,” head coach Sean Miller 
said.
“He had a bad ankle injury in 
January, and the combination of 
both injuries didn’t allow him to 
have that [breakout] junior year 
like he would have, but he’s gotten 
better each year and is a big part of 
this team,” he said.
Junior forward C.J. Anderson 
made an impressive debut, grab-
bing 11 rebounds, including four 
of the team’s five total offensive 
rebounds, while scoring just five 
points.  “We have so many differ-
ent weapons, so to me it’s really 
not about scoring points, it’s about 
doing whatever I can do to help the 
team win.”
Lavender had a comparatively 
quiet game, scoring 13 points off 
4-of-6 shooting.  The senior point 
guard also had four assists and 
three turnovers in 26 minutes of 
playing time that had been scaled 
back because of the Musketeers’ 
tremendous second half lead.  
Miller and Lavender have both 
said previously that he will typi-
cally play between six and 10 
minutes more than that per game, 
probably in the range of 32-36 
minutes per game.
In watching from the sidelines 
for much of the second half, Lav-
ender said he thought the offense 
ran smoothly enough, but that the 
play of Burrell and freshman Dante 
Jackson as back-up point guards left 
something to be desired.
“Stan and Dante have a little bit 
more work to do at point guard, 
but they’re working every day in 
practice,” Lavender said.  “It’s kind 
of hard for them to learn to two 
positions, too, but I think they’ll 
get it,” he said.
Georgetown was led by sopho-
more guard and former Trinity 
(Louisville) Shamrock Bret Saxton, 
who had 14 points.  Senior guard 
Justin Taylor also grabbed six re-
bounds for the Tigers.
In evaluating Tuesday’s win over 
Georgetown and Xavier’s play in a 
secret scrimmage against Akron, 
Miller said that his squad’s turnover 
numbers had to come down.
“We’ve turned the ball over way 
more than I thought [we would],” 
Miller said.  “There are certain 
things, execution-wise, that really 
enhance your ability to not turn the 
ball over.”
“We’ll get better at taking care 
of the ball, and I know that with the 
right combinations [of personnell 
on the court] most of the game will 
also help,” he said. 
Next, the Musketeers take on 
a SE Missouri State team that is 
picked to finish third in the Ohio 
Valley Conference.  The Redhawks 
are led by Brandon Foust, who 
averaged 12.1 points per game. 
Gametime is set for 7 p.m. Saturday 
evening at Cintas Center.
Men’s soccer earns 
tie against Dayton
Senior point guard Drew Lavender floats through pressure en route 
to two of his 13 points.  
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the celtics are poised for a championship run behind their “big 3” of 
pierce, garnett, and allen.
photo courteSy boStoN.com
Th e Xa v i e r  Ne w s w i r e                                                                SPORTS	 week of November 7, 2007   9 
- paid advertisement -
continued from page 8
new millennium.
Propelled by superior coaching 
and decision making in the front of-
fice New England has built a repu-
tation for not making the mistakes 
that the other 31 teams make.
Even in light of the recent “Spy 
gate” controversy no team in recent 
memory has looked more dominant 
through the first half of an NFL 
season.
New Englanders have become 
somewhat accustomed to watching 
elite baseball and football of late.  
However the curveball in this 
year’s equation is that they also 
have an NBA contender as well.
The Celtics are off to a 2-0 start 
propelled by offseason moves to 
acquire perennial All-Stars Kevin 
Garnett and Ray Allen to go with 
current star Paul Pierce.
The fans are already buzz-
ing over Allen’s game winning 
3-pointer in overtime against the 
Raptors last Sunday.
With the obvious weakness of 
the Eastern Conference the C’s ap-
pear poised to grab control of the 
East and make a run at hanging up 
the 17th Championship banner in 
TD Banknorth Garden.
The Celtics have a strong foun-
dation of young players to comple-
ment the “Big 3.”
Youngsters Tony Allen, Rajon 
Rondo, Kendrick Perkins and Glen 
“Big Baby” Davis have all shown 
signs of developing into solid role 
players.
With those contributors to go 
with their stars, who are locked up 
through 2010, something special 
could be brewing in Beantown.
This type of across-the-board 
success is rare in sports history.
Ironically a similar situation 
came about in the mid 80s in Boston 
with the Celtics of yore cruising 
to an NBA Championship behind 
Larry Bird and company, the Pa-
triots losing in the Super Bowl to 
the Super Bowl Shuffling Bears 
and their legendary defense and the 
Red Sox losing in the World Series 
to the Mets on the infamous Bill 
Buckner error.
In Boston fans hope that they can 
top the magic of 1986, and who can 
blame them?
“The Game of the Century,” I 
somewhat-stupidly endorsed it.  
During the week leading up to 
the Colts-Patriots game, it certainly 
seemed like it would be. We had the 
defending champion Indianapolis 
Colts, halfway through a season 
with a blank loss column.
And we had the New England 
Patriots, who have won three Su-
perbowls since Ben Affleck was in 
a successful film and whose perfect 
record—somehow—seemed even 
more perfect and imposing than 
the Colts’. 
This year’s Patriots team is dif-
ferent than in years past. 
They have been great since the 
Belichick-Brady era began, but 
never have they been… terrifying. 
Not only are they especially 
talented, but they have been as-
sociated with cheating, running 
up the score and a bad-sport coach 
who inconsistently shakes the other 
coach’s hand at the end of games. 
Plus their star quarterback has an 
illegitimate child and a constantly-
smirking face.  Like it or not, they 
are the antagonists of the NFL.
And they were pitted against 
their arch-rivals, the Colts, who 
are “good” in every way the Pats 
are “bad.” 
We had two great teams—the 
two best football teams we’ve seen 
in decades—that hate each other, 
both undefeated later in the season 
than any two teams that have ever 
met. 
Maybe calling it “The Game of 
the Century” wasn’t so ridiculous 
after all.  Game day finally rolled 
around, and everything started off 
perfectly, which is something you 
rarely see against the Patriots. 
The Colts received the ball and 
marched it straight down the field. 
They were stopped in field-goal 
range, where second-year Colt, 
and all-time New England leading 
scorer, Adam Vinatieri would at-
tempt a 50-yarder.
In the legend of the Colts-Pats 
rivalry, Vinatieri is a pivotal char-
acter. 
Bear with me on this: The idea 
of Vinatieri is sort of sexy (in a 
non-sexual way). 
He is the “clutchest” kicker in 
league history.
 He has that special, intangible 
something that seems to spread 
to his teammates and make them 
better. 
After kicking the winning field 
goals in three Superbowls for the 
Pats, he left them and joined their 
nemesis, helping them defeat his 
old team and win Superbowl XLI. 
If the Colts were the Greeks and 
the Patriots were the Trojans, Vina-
tieri would be Helen of Troy. 
These are the types of things 
I think while tuning out “This Is 
Our Country” during commercial 
breaks. 
But anyway, Vinatieri’s first 
field goal was barely deflected by 
a leaping, extremely lucky Richard 
Seymour, and it missed left. 
You learn to expect these things 
when you are playing New Eng-
land; they just seem to happen.
So New England’s powerhouse 
offense took the field and last thing 
I would ever expect to happen hap-
pened: Tom Brady gets sacked for 
a 10 yard loss, followed by a short 
run and a check-down pass. Three 
and out.
After that, Indianapolis rolled 
for the next three quarters. I felt like 
I was watching them play a better-
than-average team, but certainly not 
the 2007 Patriots.
 Not the same team that beat 
Washington and their fourth-ranked 
defense 52-7 last week. 
New England committed 11 
penalties, Bridget Moynahan’s 
baby’s-daddy threw two intercep-
tions (bringing his season total to 
five), and I compared Joseph Addai 
to Barry Sanders twice, and I wasn’t 
being sarcastic—all good signs. 
And Belichick wasn’t even 
wearing a cutoff-hoodie… perhaps 
the Colts had discovered it was the 
source of his secret powers, and 
eliminated its danger by turning up 
the heat in the dome.
Suddenly eight minutes were 
left in the game and the Colts were 
up 20-10. 
But the Colts were unable to ei-
ther move the ball or stop the Patri-
ots (which, as John Madden would 
tell you, is a bad combination). 
Brady easily took his team 
down the field for two more touch-
downs.
And the Patriots won, again.
The fact is, the game could have 
gone either way. The Colts’ Antoine 
Bethea dropped an interception 
that would have sealed the deal, 
plus they were without some guy 
named Marvin Harrison (I think 
he’s a wide receiver). 
Thus, the Colts are probably 
a little better than most people 
thought, and maybe the Pats aren’t 
necessarily invincible. 
Maybe some other teams will 
feel a little more confident playing 
them, and maybe they won’t go 
19-0 this year.
But none of that is any consola-
tion for the most depressing feel-
ing in sports, and possibly in life, 
which is to come so close to doing 
the impossible, then watching it 
slip away. 
As a Colts and Pacers fan who 
goes to Xavier and watched a 
certain basketball game last St. 
Patrick’s Day, you can be sure that 
I am way-too-acquainted with that 
feeling.
The Game of the Century?
It sure didn’t seem like it. The 
whole experience felt so… anticli-
mactic, though this may be because 
my team lost. 
But more likely it was because 
it felt unfinished.  Still, one thing 
remains clear: 
The Colts and Patriots are the 
two best teams we’ve seen in a 
long time, and unless someone 
who starts at quarterback for either 
team breaks their leg, they will meet 
again this January. 
Hopefully that will be the real 
Game of the Century.
aNDrew cheStNut
Online Editor
‘Game of the Century’ sets up ‘Game of the Century’
Patriots victorious over rival Colts in thriller, Indy spite grows
◄ Boston fans riding high
it seems that the only time patriots’ quarterback tom brady doesn’t smirk is when he’s pursued by NFL-
sized defenders.  the rest of his life, though...
photo courteSy boStoN.com
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Friday, Nov. 9
So You Think You Can Dance 
@ US bank
Saturday Nov. 10 




Blue Man Group  $56  
@ US bank
Saturday, Nov. 10
New Jack Swing Tour    $47
@ 20th century Theater
New Releases
The following discs are due for release on or after November 6..
Jay Z American Gangster (Def Jam) ...  Garth Brooks The Ultimate 
Hits  (Pearl records) ... Chris Brown Exclusive (Jive records) ... Taylor 
Swift Taylor Swift  (big machine) ... Cassidy B.A.R.S. The Adrien Reese 
Story (J-records).      
     ...All dates are tentative.
PhoTo coUrTeSy erikiA breSee
Starring: Scott buzza, Liz 
campbell, Paul Lieber, Lisa 
Deroberts, Sarah Dudek
Newswire Official Rating: 
««««
  Into the Woods
Xavier’s Southeast Asian Soci-
ety, co-sponsored by Student Ac-
tivities Council, presented Diwali 
2007: A Journey Thru India on Nov. 
5, in order to celebrate Diwali and 
share Indian culture with the Xavier 
community.
Diwali is an Indian festival that 
celebrates light conquering dark-
ness and hope for mankind. Diwali 
2007 was a celebration of the differ-
ent aspects of Indian culture. 
The third annual Diwali incor-
porated the traditions, clothing, 
food and dance of different regions 
of India. 
The program began when the 
two emcees, juniors Michelle Ku-
rian and Matt O’Reilly, won a trip 
to India playing Bingo. They then 
began their journey at a pit stop in 
the Dominican Republic, where 
Daniel Arevalo and Angela McAr-
tor performed a Merengue, the 
traditional Dominican dance. 
Kurian and O’Reilly’s journey 
began in South Asia, where they 
learned about the culture. Next, 
they traveled to Kashmir, where 
a group of women performed a 
traditional dance, which had both 
Islamic and Hindu roots. 
Miami University dancers per-
formed the next dance in Gujant. 
The Bollywood portion of the 
dance from Mumbai (Bombay) was 
a combination of many different 
aspects of Indian culture. Lastly, 
Kurian and O’Reilly visited Punjab, 
where dancers performed again.
The cultural aspect of eachdance 
was interesting, as many in the 
audience, including myself, do not 
come from an Indian background. 
While it was interesting to learn 
emiLy hoFerer
Arts & Entertainment Editor
about the food, dress and traditions, 
these skits appeared to be unpol-
ished at times.
My favorite part of Diwali was 
the dancing, especially the dance 
from Bombay. These performances 
were full of energy and it was evi-
dent that the dancers spent a long 
time on each of them. In fact, Dr. 
Hem Raj Joshi, faculty advisor of 
the Southeast Asian Society, said 
that the dancers spent over 100 
hours practicing. 
 The traditional Indian outfits 
were colorful and made the dances 
even more visually appealing. 
Another aspect of Diwali that I 
enjoyed was the Interfaith Prayers. 
Students represented different 
faiths in India: Christianity, Hindu-
ism, Islam, Sikhism and Buddhism. 
Each briefly read a short prayer or 
passage that explained a key mes-
sage from their religion. 
This portion of the evening 
emphasized that although these 
students practice different faiths, 
there is a unity between all faiths 
and people which is important so 
that light can conquer darkness. 
The sold-out crowd was very 
responsive and enthusiastic to the 
dancing and skits. 
The Southeast Asian Society 
will teach interested students the 
dance they performed from Punjab 
from 7:15-8:45 p.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 12 in Cintas Center confer-
ence rooms four and five.
Little red (Annie Wright, right) talks to the baker (Scott buzza, left) and his wife (Liz campbell, center) about 
their bread.  Later, the baker ends up saving Little red from the big bad wolf. 
kATie roSeNbAUm
Campus News Editor
Senior Nilay choksi smiles big for the camera.
A successful trip “Into the Woods”
The Xavier Music Department 
went above and beyond for their 
production of the Stephen Sond-
heim classic “Into the Woods,” 
directed by Xavier alum Gary Mc-
Gurk. This fantastic play compiles 
all of the well-known fairytales into 
a story that explores the themes of 
family, change and our own inner 
fairy tale. 
The baker, played by music 
director Scott Buzza, and his wife, 
played by junior Liz Campbell, live 
rather unhappy lives longing for a 
child. Unfortunately for them, their 
next door neighbor, who hap-
pens to be a witch, placed a 
spell on the baker so that he 
cannot have children. 
Senior Lisa DeRob-
erts is a delightfully 
devious witch and 
has impeccable 
comedic timing. 
The witch offers an 
ultimatum for the baker 
and his wife— if they 
collect a red coat, yel-
low hair, a golden shoe 
and a cow as white as 
milk in three days,  she 
will lift the curse. 
As we follow the 
couple’s trials and 
tribulations on their 
quest, we also meet 
Cinderella (played by 
sophomore Sarah Dudek), Jack 
(of the beanstalk) and his mother 
(played by senior Andy Busch and 
junior Molly O’Connell), Little Red 
Riding Hood (sophomore Annie 
Wright) and the wolf.  Paul Leiber 
pulls double duty as the wolf and 
Cinderella’s Prince Charming. 
He really hams it up as a creepy 
predator. 
With help from a mysterious 
man, the baker and his wife collect 
their items. The witch creates a po-
tion, which makes her beautiful and 
the curse on the baker and his wife 
is lifted. Cinderella gets her prince 
and Jack slays the giant after climb-
ing the beanstalk to find the hen 
with the golden eggs that make 
him and his mother extremely 
wealthy. 
All seems to end happily, 
but as the second act be-
gins we see that there are 
some minor cracks in the 
characters’ new fairy tale 
lives. An even bigger 
threat to their happi-
ness is that the giant’s 
widow is now on her 
vengeful rampage 
to find Jack.  Un-
fortunately, this 
leads to the death 
of some charac-
ters, but gives 
others a chance 
to shine. 
The  p lay, 
even with all its humor, ends on a 
somber note with half the cast dead. 
Despite this morbid ending, the 
play concludes with a very power-
ful message. 
There were many great per-
formances by this huge cast. Liz 
Campbell sang beautifully and 
Andy Busch did a fantastic job 
of balancing Jack’s eagerness and 
likeability with his sheer dimwit-
tedness.  
One of the best moments in the 
entire play was when the two Prince 
Charmings (one for Cinderella and 
one for Snow White) meet and sing 
their famous song “Agony” where 
they sing about the hardships of 
being a prince. Leiber and senior 
Andrew Herbert played the pomp-
ous, royal lady killers perfectly. 
They pulled many laughs for the 
audience and it was wonderful to 
see the song appear in both acts of 
the play.  
More laughs come from Joshua 
Metz who played the cow Milky 
White. He crawled all over the 
stage on his hands and knees and 
his blank expression was priceless. 
Cinderella’s stepmother and step 
sisters were characters that you 
love to hate.
While there were minor glitches 
in some of the performances, such 
as not being able to hear some of 
the singers, this production was 
incredibly enjoyable.  The singing 
was great and the cast was pleasant 
and easy to listen to. The acting was 
also good. 
I was very impressed with the 
production, which had an excel-
lent set and costumes. I’m anxious 
to see what the Music Department 
does next. Sondheim would be 
proud of this cast’s efforts to tell 
the story of what happens after the 
happy ending. 
PhoToS coUrTeSy erikiA breSee
Dancers dazzle at Diwali
They say that you are 
only as good as the 
company you keep. 
www.xavier.edu/
newswire
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  Celebrate with praise and “Rock 
The Chapel” at 9 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Nov. 8 in Bellarmine Chapel. 
Navigators, Life After Sunday, 
Gospel Choir, Athletes in Action, 
Students Committed to Christ and 
Campus Ministry are hosting this 
event. The Praise Team is pre-
pared to lead you in worship, so 
get excited and spread the Word.
“Lion in Winter”
  
“Uneasy is the head on which 
the crown lies, and uneasy the 
truce between a matchless king 
and queen.” XU players present 
“A Lion in Winter,” a witty tale 
of rivalry where the words are as 
sharp as the swords at 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 8-11 in the GSC Theatre.
Late Night movie
  
The November GSC late Night 
Movie will be the comedy “Su-
perbad.” The movie featuring 
Seth Rogan will be shown at 11 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8 to Satur-
day, Nov. 10 in the GSC Theatre. 
 BSA fashion show
BSA will be hosting the 2007 
Fashion Show featuring what to 
wear and not wear at the Antonio 
Johnson Scholarship dinner. It will 
take place at 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9 
in Kelley Auditorium. This event is 
open to all XU students and is free.
Comedian
Come for some laughs with 
comedian Dan Ahdoot at 9:37 
p.m. on Nov. 7 in Ryan’s Pub. 
The event is free to all XU stu-
dents and is presented by SAC.
Aaron Armbruster and chris Neichter rock out. 
A month ago, if I had made a list 
of things I was likely to be doing 
right now, writing a video game 
review would probably be between 
“traveling to Azerbaijan” and “hav-
ing a meaningful conversation with 
Flava Flav.” Why? For the most 
part, I am woefully unqualified to 
write about video games. As much 
as they confound me, they fail to 
interest me.
But there is one game that (fortu-
nately) my friends own called Gui-
tar Hero III, which has fascinated 
me and captured my free time like 
no game ever has before.
However, when I first encoun-
tered the Guitar Hero franchise, I 
thought it was… silly. But when I 
finally decided to try it out one day, 
I liked it. In fact, I really liked it.
And looking back, it isn’t that 
surprising. The Guitar Hero games 
deliver a surprisingly basic, uni-
versal video game formula that 
 Be your own rock legend
bears asking, “Why didn’t I think 
of that first?”
The formula: Start with a bunch 
of good music. Get popular songs 
from big name bands (Guns ‘N 
Roses, Kansas, Boston 
and many more) that 
people will actually want 
to listen to. And when I 
say get a bunch of it, I 
mean it. The first game 
has 47 songs; the second, 
67; the third, 71.
The second step is 
to allow people to actu-
ally play those songs on 
the guitar. Give all 
of those air-guitar 
enthusiasts out there 
what they’ve been longing for all 
these years. Guitar Hero allows 
everyone to acquire the abilities of 
incredible artists, without all the 
hassle of “practice” and “learn-
ing.”
Third, make it really fun to play. 
Guitar Hero is approachable from 
the very first time you play (“easy” 
mode is very easy). It is also low-
pressure. Miss a note? So what? 
Just keep playing and have fun.
The best part about the trilogy 
of games is that each one is an 
improvement over the next. Guitar 
Hero III (released in October), not 
only offers more and better songs, 
but better game-play in many 
respects. 
For instance, sections of rapid 




on” or “pull-off” (meaning they 
don’t have to strum every note). In 
the third installment, the sections of 
rapid notes seem more difficult, but 
are somehow easier to hit. Game-
play seems somehow “cleaner” in 
the third version, and the music 
quality is improved as well.
However, the best new feature is 
an improvement on the two-player 
mode called “Battle Mode” which 
allows players to compete against 
each other while playing a song, un-
til one of them fails. As you might 
expect, this makes two-player mode 
much more competitive, which 
is something the first two games 
lacked.
Guitar Hero is a game that non-
video game enthusiasts can finally 
really enjoy. It gives people who 
love rock, yet can’t play guitar at 
all, the ability to rock out like their 
favorite bands. Guitar Hero III is 
available for PS2, PS3, Xbox 360 
and Wii consoles.
PhoTo coUrTeSy erikiA breSee
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Calendar City
By Briana Hansen.  To place an item in the calendar, mail to hansenb@xavier.edu.
Classifieds
For classified orders and information, call Zach Nolden at 513-745-3561 or email him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu
12  week of  November 7, 2007
I feel especially sensitive this 
week. I feel like creating poetry. 
Perhaps it’s the stars...perhaps it’s 
the sun in Scorpio...perhaps is the 
peyote...whatever the case may be, 
I shall fill this week’s Calendar City 
with heart-wrenching, profound, 
beautiful poems.




Burning, oh! Burning. 
Bright, oh! Bright.
Sometimes you burn my skin.
Sometimes you don’t.
Sometimes you’ll peep through 
the clouds.
[Dramatic pause.]
If you’re ever in a situation 
where you feel uncomfortable, 
you should simply add a dra-
matic pause. It will make you look 
smarter and more thoughtful than 
you really are.
Whether you’re attending the 
opening night of “The Lion in 
Winter” in the Studio Theatre at 
7:30 p.m. or going to Rock the 
Chapel at 9 p.m. in Bellarmine or 
watching “Superbad” in the GSC 
Theatre at 11 p.m., you can avoid 
meaningful conversations about 
what you thought.
[Dramatic pause.]
See? I’ll bet you thought I was 
going to come up with something 
clever here. You were wrong!
Tonight is your last chance to 
catch “The Lion in Winter” in the 
Studio Theatre at 7:30 p.m. I heard 
there’s a real-life lion involved 
in the show! That means real-life 
poop! Wow!
By attending the show, you’re 
showing your support for animals in 
general. By not attending the show, 
you’re making the statement that 
you don’t love animals. That must 
mean you killed my dog. Jerk.
He must have tried for days not to 
read it, yet he had no choice. It was 
either read this paper, or go crazy. 
He must have read it line by line to 
make the entertainment last longer. 
Finally, he got to the last page and 
took out his anger about being stuck 
in the cave in the first place in a sim-
ple email to an unassuming victim...
At least that’s what I imagine. Then 
again, I imagine a little leprechaun 
follows me wherever I go. His name 
is Horace. He wears tights!
November 7
wedNesdaY
“The Lion in Winter” plays 
again tonight in the Studio Theatre 
at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are only $3 for 
students, so get your tush in gear! 
Tush, tush, tush! Gear, gear, gear!
In case you haven’t noticed, 
this week’s Calendar City has been 
reformatted. I fear change. It liter-
ally makes me quiver and tinkle 
myself. In order to properly express 
myself, I feel the need to write an-
other poem:
Last week, I received an email 
from a University of Dayton stu-
dent. Why a Dayton student would 
feel the need to read this column--
let alone the Xavier Newswire, is 
beyond me.  
If anyone has any theories, please 
let me know. 
It interests me greatly.For those of you who think the 
poem I just “wrote” sounds familiar, 
that’s because I copied it from a very 
popular movie. It is the theme from 
“The Boondock Saints.”
You caught me!
At 7:30 p.m. in the Studio Theatre 
there will be another performance of 
“The Lion in Winter.” I’ve heard 
rumors the show is nothing but na-
ked people giving out chocolate and 
wine to the audience and dancing 
around for two hours. What could 
be more exciting?
The movie “Superbad” plays 
once again tonight at 11 p.m. in the 
GSC Theatre. It is the only movie 
that has honestly made me fall out 
of my seat laughing.
The boondocks saints: 













Look at this column.
Isn’t it neat?
Wouldn’t you think my life’s 
work was complete?
Wouldn’t you think I’m the girl...
the girl who has...everything.
I’ve got gadgits and gizmos for 
writing.
I’ve got whozits and whatsits 
galore.





I want to have so many more 
pictures. 
I want to see...wanna see goofy-
looking things.
[Dramatic pause.]
Up where they walk...up where 
they run...up where they stay all day 
in the sun....
Writing is flee-(ting).
Wish I could be-(ting).
Part of that picture wooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooorld.
Thank you, thank you.
Help Wanted
spring break 2008.  sell Trips, earn Cash and Go Free. Call for group 
discounts.    best deals Guarenteed!  Jamaica,  Cancun,  acapulco, 
bahamas, s. Padre, Florida.  800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
For Rent
Travel
babysitters needed for Northern Cincinnati fami-
lies.  starts $8 per hour.  must have own car.  apply at 











houses For rent 2 blocks from Campus.  2, 3, and 4 bedroom houses 
available for this winter, next summer and next school year, 2 blocks from 
campus, clean, fully equipped, off street parking, laundry, next to other 
student housing, please call 513-616-3798 or email cit545@aol.com
house for rent. 6+ bedrooms. 4 bathrooms. 1/4 mile from 
campus. 50x9 covered porch. 25x10 living room. dyna-
mite student housing. $1200/month.  Call mark 604-5159.
5-6 bedroom avail. 2008/2009 school year, 10 or 12 
month lease, large house, 2 kitchens, balcony, deck, C/
a, off street parking, Free Laundry, Free Cable + inter-
net, Free water, 10 min walk to campus. Call 702-8251.
Pleasant ridge Presbyterian Church is seeking a partime worker 
for 16 flexible hours a month. applicants must have a thorough 
knowledge of microsoft Publisher and word. Pay is $13/hour. Please 
contact Traci barnes, church administrator, at 631-9707 to apply. 
Lost: Gold ring with vines and leaves etched on outside. re-
ward. Contact Karen at 759-9164 or gibsonk@xavier.edu
Piano Players wanted to teach piano to children in their homes. 
Teaching experience is not necessary but must have 5 or 
more years of formal lessons.  Positions are year round and a 
minimum of one year commitment is required.  Pay is $21.00/
hr plus bonuses.  513-459-3069.  www.playtimepiano.com
aglamesis bros. ice Cream and Candy Co.  now hiring energetic 
upbeat personalities to assist with retail sales within a nostalgic ice 
cream parlor environment. Flexible hours. apply in person at 3046 
madison rd. (oakley) or 9899 montgomery rd. (montgomery)
3 or 4 bedroom apartment. Greatroom with ceiling fan’s 
and fireplace. Coin-op laundry. water paid. 3 bedroom- 
$850. 4 bedroom - $1000. deposit 1 months rent. avail-
able now! Call mike @ 300-2382. 4132 huston, Norwood.
available for august and June: 1/4 mile from Xu. incredible 3 and 5 
bedroom apartments.  includes: a/C, sunroom, Full Kitchesn, Laun-
dry room, Cable, Garage parking. Great closet space! excellent 
service! No Nicer place in Xavier market! special party area to 
hang and relax! 5 bdrm $1775 ($335 per person), 3 bdrm $1050 
($350 per person). all utilities included! Call Tim (513)266-6567
huge 2 br & 3 br apartments, washer & dryer, walk 
to class. secure building with plenty of parking. balco-
ny & large yard. Call 673-4946 to set an appointment.
spacious Xu apartments and houses. one to 13 bedrooms 
available and everything in between. many with heat and wa-
ter paid. easy walk or bike to class. Free off-street park-
ing and laundry on site. Call scott at 673-4946 today!
Franklin Pierce, you are the light 
of my life and fire in my loins.
stuck in a cave! haha! This man is 
stuck! silly fat man! haha!
Sometimes you won’t.
So, um, please don’t give me skin 
cancer.
On Dasher and Dancer! 
And Prancer and Vixen!
Check out that nose-
He looks like Nixon!
George W. Bush is the 43rd 
President of the United States of 
America.
Oh, look! Pickles! Yummy!
[Dramatic pause.]
The only theory I can come up 
with is that he’s stuck in a cave being 
tortured for information and they’ve 
provided him with one form of en-
tertainment...this newspaper.
Oxford Apartments 
1005-07 Dana Ave. 
Free Heat & Water 
Walk to Campus 




$405 and up 
http://www.apartmentsincinti.com
Manager: Art 513-961-3786 
Office: 513-474-5093 
All the 
cool 
kids are 
doing 
it.
newswire-classifieds
@xavier.edu
